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Textbooks and Materials


Nadel, et al. The Longman Reader, Ninth Edition. New York: Pearson/ Longman Publishers, 2009. 
Home Internet access for grammar exercises

Normal writing materials for note-taking/ in-class writing exercises 
Course Description

This course acquaints the student with the conventions of expository writing. It offers training in clear, logical communication and encourages the student to read, analyze, discuss, and write. The “substance” of English Comp I is the essay: students study both the content and the rhetoric of selected essays and write essays which thoughtfully develop their own ideas in good rhetorical form.
Requirements and Grading

5 Essays






10% each (50% of total grade)

Grammar Tests





20% of total grade (5% each)

Quizzes, Homework, in-class writing, group work

15% total

Department Final





15%

Class attendance and participation

Attendance 

Attendance is crucial in any course, especially a summer course, and it is recommended that you attend all classes. Excessive or recurring lateness or early leaves will not be tolerated—three late arrivals (more than 5 minutes late maximum) or three early leaves (or a combination thereof) will count as one full absence. Maximum number of absences permitted = 2 full absences (or a combination of lateness/ early leaves/ absences) 

Preferred number of absences = 0

Your final grade will be dropped one point for each absence after two absences.

Quizzes, group work, and in-class assignments cannot be made up due to an absence or lateness. 

In the case of an emergency absence on the day of a test, you must speak to me PRIOR to the next class meeting to set up a make-up time. Once I go over the test in class, it is too late to make it up, and the zero will remain part of your grade.

Regardless of your reason for your absence, it is still an absence, so please do not contact me to let me know why you won’t be coming in. Likewise, a doctor’s note or the like does not excuse your absence. Get contact information from a few classmates in case you should unexpectedly miss a class. If circumstances beyond your control occur during this semester, talk to me! However, it is in your best interest to take this course when you can devote your full attention to the class. 

Assignments 

The “Class Assignments” list provides due dates of readings and/or homework. Essay assignments are also posted on Turnitin.com. Always be prepared and expect a quiz on the material. Please don’t assume that there will be no quiz on a day of a test or a day when an essay is due. 

All essays are to be no less than 3 to 4 pages in length, typed double-spaced, using no larger than a 12-point font. Give all of your essays a title. Upon completion of your assigned essay, please go to www.turnitin.com. Sign up for this website using the following: Class ID: 3284590  and password: Summer10. Submit your essay before the due date. TURNITIN.COM IS A MANDATORY STEP FOR EACH ESSAY; ESSAYS THAT ARE NOT SUBMITTED WILL NOT BE GRADED.  If you choose not to submit essays to turnitin.com for any reason, you should withdraw from this course: remaining in the course implies acceptance to my policy.

Please consult the “Essay Scoring Rubric” posted on my web page for a detailed explanation of my grading system for formal papers.

All work is to be submitted in class on the due dates; absence from class does not change the due date. Late papers will not be accepted and missing papers will be averaged in as zeros. If you know you will be absent the day an assignment is due, hand it in early. I must receive the hard copy of the essay by the time the class meets or it is late. If you drop it off in my mailbox, please have the secretary record the date and time on your essay. I won’t print your essay for you—there are printers available on campus should a problem occur with yours. Your essay will be graded when I have a hard copy in my hands. 

Please note that neglecting to hand in just one major essay guarantees that you cannot earn an A in this course. 

Miscellaneous

There are no extra credit opportunities available in this class, but help is available…just contact me if you have questions about the material or an assignment. I will drop the lowest quiz grade, but I will not otherwise curve your grade.

No cell phones, ipods, laptops, or other electronic devices will be permitted in my class.

If you are sleeping or text messaging during my class, I will mark you absent for the entire class. Texting during a quiz, essay, or test results in an automatic zero, with no questions asked. 
Class Assignments (This list is subject to change)

This schedule lists what is DUE for each class unless the item is preceded by “in class” Therefore, you are expected to carefully read and do the work that is assigned for that date. For example, on 5/25, complete numbers 1,2, and 3. Expect a quiz at any time.
Week 1 

Mon  5/24: 
Course overview, review syllabus, grammar review, notes. In-class writing sample.  

Tue   5/25:

1) Sign up for turnitin.com so that I have your e-mail address.

2) Go to the OWL at Purdue: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/730/01/ for a 

Parts of Speech Overview. 

     Go to http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com/rules5e/ for practice exercises on all grammar. 


Click “Electronic Grammar Exercises”, the click “the Basics”. Find your desired 

exercise and click on it; you will be prompted to login. Just click on “begin”—

no login required!  (I will refer to this as the DH website)

3) Review the following parts of speech: 

 Nouns, Verbs, Adjectives, Adverbs, Prepositions, Pronouns, Conjunctions, Interjections. 

       Make sure you can clearly identify each in a sentence. 

 AND, Review the following:

      The Sentence: picking out subjects and predicates (AKA verbs) (see grammar section of 

      DH website)

Wed  5/26:

Review the following: 

Phrases (you don’t need to know what type; just be able to identify as a phrase (see grammar 

section of DH website)

Subordinate or Dependent Clauses (see grammar section of DH website)

Verb Forms—helping and main verbs (see ESL grammar section on DH website)

Verb Tense and Mood (see Grammar section of DH website)

Subject/ Verb Agreement (see Grammar section of DH website)
Verb Voice or Active vs. Passive Voice (see Clarity: Sentences section on DH website)

Thurs 5/27: 

In class: Notes on Description and grammar review for test




Grammar Test 1


Week 2

Mon  5/31: 

No Class; Memorial Day
Tue    6/1:

Read The Longman Reader (Longman): 

Ch. 3 (on Description) p. 72-86

AND Essays by Angelou (p.87) and Helvarg (p.103)

In class: Notes for Grammar Test 2
Wed   6/2:

Review the following: 

Pronoun Case 

Pronoun/Antecedent Agreement 

Pronoun Reference 

Adjectives and Adverbs (all under Grammar section of DH website)
Thurs  6/3: 

Descriptive Essay Due (submit every essay on turnitin.com; also hand in a hard copy)
AND Review the following: 

Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers (under Clarity: sentences on DH website)

Sentence Fragments 
Run-on Sentences (both under Grammar on DH website)

Week 3 
Mon   6/7:

In class: Process Analysis Notes and grammar review for test 

Grammar Test 2

Tue    6/8:

Read Longman:

Ch. 7 (Process Analysis) p. 282-298

Read essays by Shipley (p.305) and Rego (p.329)
Wed   6/9:

Read Longman:
Ch. 4 (on Narration) p. 127-141 and

Read essay by Hughes (p. 160)
In class: Notes for Grammar Test 3
Thurs 6/10:
 
Process Analysis Essay Due 

AND Review the following:
Mixed Constructions 
All Shifts 
Parallelism (all under Clarity: sentences on DH website)
In class: Compare/ Contrast Notes

Week 4 
Mon 6/14: 

Review the following:

Choppy Sentences 

Subordination (both under Clarity: sentences on DH website)
AND Read Longman:

Ch. 8 (Compare/ Contrast) p. 337-352; 

Read essays by Weiner (p.353) and Barry (p.370)
Tue 6/15:
 
In class: Grammar review for test

Grammar Test 3

Wed 6/16: 

In-class Compare/ Contrast essay
In class: Cause and Effect Notes

Thurs 6/17: 

Read Longman: 


Ch. 9 (Cause and Effect) p. 383-399

Read essays by King (p.400) and Kleiner (p.411)

In class: Punctuation rules review 
Week 5 
Mon  6/21:

Review Punctuation: 




Commas, Semicolons, Colons Apostrophes, Quotes, Other Punctuation Marks (such as 

Parentheses, Brackets, Slashes, Hyphens, Em dashes, Ellipses).  
In class: Argument Notes

Tue  6/22: 
 
In class: Punctuation review for test

Grammar Test 4 
AND Read Longman:
Ch. 11 (Argument/ Persuasion) p. 472-507

Wed  6/23:

Cause and Effect Essay Due
AND Read Longman: 

Argument: read essays by Sherry (p.515) and Parker (p.566)

Thurs 6/24: 

Read Longman: 

Ch. 10 (on Definition) p.430-443
Read essay by Cole (p.444)




In class: Final “exam” quiz
Fri    6/25:  
 Department Final Exam

Sat   6/26:
 Final Argument Paper due via e-mail and turnitin.com no later than 11:59pm
