Background/ Notes on Greek Drama and Antigone

Sophocles  (496-406 B.C.)

Before Sophocles’ time, there were only two actors in the cast of the plays. He is known for his contribution of a third actor as well as more elaborate scene-painting. 

Greek dramas were sung. 

Tragedy: 
downfall of a hero, usually ending with his or her destruction. 

As the hero faces the final, horrible truth, the audience experiences a release, reminiscent of the Phoenix, a bird that is said to rise out of the ashes, bringing about catharsis, a Greek word for closure/ ending.

Chorus: a group of actors who move and sing together

. 

Three unities of drama are : 





The Theban trilogy: 

Time








Oedipus Rex

Place








Oedipus at Colonnus

Action








Antigone

Four types of conflicts: 

Man vs. Society

Man vs. Nature

Man vs. Man

Man vs. Himself

Five functions of Tragedy: 

1) Arouses emotions of pity, fear, wonder, awe (stems from Aristotle) 

2) A man of woman capable of great suffering

3) Explores the questions of the ways of the gods to mortals

4) Purifies emotions (catharsis)

5) Shows how the hero is brought down

Six functions of the chorus: 

1) sets the mood with song



2) represents the common people

3) the chorus sided with one character or another
4) warned of impending disaster

5) acts as a character




6) creates a contrast with the loftier passions and 

thoughts of the hero

Antigone, like other Greek dramas, is divided into five parts: 


Prologue or introduction


Prados, or entrance of the chorus, 


Four episodes or acts separated from one another by 

              stasimons, or choral ode


Exodos, the action after the choral ode (epode)

The lines that accompanied the movement of the chorus were called strophe (turning, circling), and the return movement was called antistrophe (counter turning, circling). The chorus would move one way during the strophe, and another way during the antistrophe, and stand still during the epode. 

Central conflict in Antigone: 

Individual vs. state, (and also family vs. state)

